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QUESTION I
In his 1990 book The Problems ofJurisprudence, Judge Richard Posner wrote, “The natural
law project has never recovered from what Nietzsche called the death of God (at the hands of
Darwin).” Based on your knowledge ofAmerican legal history, assess whether Posner’s claim is true,
in whole or in part.
QUESTION II

•

“In his multivolume work We. the Peopk, Bruce Ackerman claims that there have been three
‘transformative’ periods in American legal history. The first, of course, was the founding of the
United States, as symbolized by the ratification ofthe Constitution. The second transformative period
was the Civil War, symbolized in law by the passage ofthe 13th, 14th and 15th amendments to the
Constitution. The third transformation, in Ackerman’s view, was the resolution ofthe constitutional
crisis of 1937. The problem with Ackerman’s periodization is that American legal history cannot be
understood without some assessment ofthe pivotal nature ofthe changes in law, including the legal
profession, that began in 1870” Discuss both Ackerman’s claim and the cricitism of Ackerman’s
claim as incomplete.
END OF EXAM
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